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Mark 1:14-20 

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of 
God, and saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; 
repent, and believe in the good news.’  

As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew 
casting a net into the lake—for they were fishermen. And Jesus said to them, 
‘Follow me and I will make you fish for people.’ And immediately they left their nets 
and followed him. As he went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his 
brother John, who were in their boat mending the nets. Immediately he called them; 
and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and followed him. 

—— 

John became a prisoner… and Jesus stepped out of the shadows. It was time. Simon and 
Andrew were doing what they had always done, looked up, and it was time. James and 
John were in the boat getting ready for tomorrow, heard a voice and it was time. 

Seth was living his life.. one thing led to another and it is time. You have your story too.  
There are times when God gets our attention: at baptism, at the table, or when a new 
horizon is before us. For Seth it is ordination.  It’s time. 

How many times had Jesus walked along that shore waving to those brothers, buying a 
fish or two? Having a chat or a joke? How many times had he watched them drag the 
boats up on the beach sometimes full, other times not so much? How often had he 
witnessed them cleaning the fish, tossing the guts to the gulls, and washing their arms in 
the surf? How frequently had he seen them mend nets lost in thoughts of what could have 
been? Or toss the nets, pull on the oars, and then repeat, repeat, repeat, because that is 
what they knew, that is who they were, and it was life. They were persistent… always 
hoping for a better tomorrow… whether warranted or not. Was that inspiring for Jesus? Is 
that why he called them? Because they just did not give up?  For Simon and Andrew, 
James and John, and …. Seth…. It was time…. for some good news.  
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What led to those moments of call and following? There was  a story… there is always a 
story. You have a story. I have a story. Seth has a story. And here we are today. It hasn’t 
always been an easy time for Seth, but it’s time.  

Back in Nanaimo about 8 years ago, we began to share some of the journey with Seth… 

He first came to our early service, often with others in tow from the place where he 
worked.  That frequency increased and soon he was attending our later service and met 
more people. During our conversations he began voicing interest in ministry. Before too 
long he applied to the seminary and had joined the church council. 

When his course work was underway, and he felt ready, I asked if he would like to  
preach. We heard this man speak with social justice passion and an understanding of the 
raw side of life.  

The following year, I asked for his help with the Good Friday service. Together we 
hauled our 10 foot cross across the sanctuary without knocking anyone out of their 
chair… and I remember his hands on the cross. The following day at the Anglican Church 
he carried our Christ Candle in long procession with others from the Holy Saturday fire 
into the sanctuary.   

It wasn’t too long after that I was introduced to Clarice and the three of us began a 
journey toward marriage with coffee, conversation and their dog Spike at our feet. They 
wondered about the future, discussed those hard decisions of life, when things work out, 
and when they don’t. Together they put flesh on the language of love. After their 
marriage, they were off to a summer ministry position in Ontario and then arrived here in 
the fall at Glory Lutheran Church for internship. Tomorrow they leave for Kingston and 
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church. It’s time. 

Somewhere along that sequence of events, the hospital chaplain and I went to a local pub 
one night where Seth was doing stand up. [You see, some fish, some mend nets, and 
others do stand up.]  Partway through the evening, he said, “I want to introduce you to 
my pastor and the hospital chaplain who are sitting over there… If get a little too close to 
them, your clothes start smoking, so don’t be surprised!” Everyone roared with laughter 
and I thought, “This guy is a leader.” 

Working at a treatment centre in Nanaimo gave him special eyes and heart for those on 
the margins of life. He often spent time with some of our folks who live on the ragged 
edge, and they love him for that. 
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You’ve no doubt noticed his tattoos. They appeared during his journey with us. He told 
me last week, “I have Elijah, Christ, A Luther Rose, A Leviathan, an El Salvadoran Cross 
with the Good Shepherd, an El Salvadorian Cross with Christ on the Cross, the Last 
Supper, and Jonah being spit out by a fish…”  I’m reminded of the lyric of a song which 
goes, “There’s a story on my skin, a vivid picture of where I’ve been…” 
Like Seth, in different ways, we all wear our stories.  

As Jesus wandered the beaches of Galilee: it was time to pay attention because something 
good was happening.  Simon, Andrew, James and John… had stories that drew them 
alongside of Jesus. Seth too. I think those two pair of brothers would have found him a 
kindred spirit in him  

So, Seth, let me make three pastoral suggestions: 1. Be yourself - you are equipped and 
called with all that makes you Seth. 2. Live the life of grace and it will spill out for 
others. 3. Love the ones God has given you: your family, the people of St. Mark’s, and 
the many who will cross your path. We all know that it’s time  for some good news out 
there. 

Like a cloud of witnesses, your sisters and brothers in faith at Hope Lutheran Church,  
Nanaimo have watched from a distance. We remember you in prayer as you go… and 
send blessings and love as you follow Christ who calls you now.   

Its time. 

Amen. 
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