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Words of Hope 
Reflections by Pastor Terry Richardson 

 
JANUARY 2021 
...Three times I appealed to the Lord about this, that it would leave me, but he said to me, “My grace 
is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness.” So, I will boast all the more gladly of my 
weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me. Therefore I am content with weaknesses, 
insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities for the sake of Christ; for whenever I am weak, then I 
am strong. 2 Corinthians 12:8-10 
 
ADVENT 
2020 is done. As of January 1, the church building has been closed to public 
worship (and most everything else) for 289 days — since March 17. But that 
didn’t stop us! 
 
We were shocked and uncertain about what to do at first, so I sent out printed materials for us to use. 
On Palm Sunday (April 5) we thought we would try Zoom. Once we got over our concerns about 
using this strange kind of technology, we moved forward. Now we get more people on Zoom than we 
would have had in person in the sanctuary. Of course, we all miss group singing and time together, 
but we will get back to that eventually. We still have our "Narthex time" every Sunday at 9:30 with all 
the greetings and joking and laughing, and then worship together at 10:00 with communion every 
week. We have had 39 Sundays on Zoom plus Good Friday and Christmas Eve (when there were 
107 of us together)! I hope you feel as good as I do about our little congregation that never gives up.   

 
When I crashed my bicycle at the end of June and was off work for six weeks, 
Hope Lutheran Church never missed a beat. As I sat on my patio or hobbled 
about at a snail’s pace with sling and cane, Hope Lutheran Church continued to 
thrive. Volunteers stepped forward to work together ensuring that the Home 
Worship Service resource was maintained, and Zoom invitations kept going 
out… and vitality of our group continued. I too could receive communion by 
means of Zoom as I recuperated at home and Ray presided. The Phoning Tree 
callers kept us connected. During that time, I received cards, email messages, 

phone calls, deliveries of books, chocolate, cinnamon buns, and coffee as I watched the world go by 
on my patio. You trust in God to get us through and you care about each another — these things are 
clear to me. 
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God’s strength is shown through our weakness.  I am reminded of St. Paul’s own personal comment 
about this in 2 Corinthians 12:8-10, “Therefore I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, 
persecutions, and calamities for the sake of Christ; for whenever I am weak, then I am strong.” 
Whatever was bothering him at this time must have been very annoying or alarming, but instead of 
some miraculous answer, Paul was reminded of Christ’s presence in his life… and how that would get 
him through. The same promise applies to us. We’ve clearly been living by it during these alarming 
times… and we will get through. 
 
The gathering of people who come together under the banner: Hope Lutheran Church is such an 
inspiration to me. Thank you for your practical faithfulness in Christ who has made us strong when we 
are weak. 
 
Watch out Year 2021 — here we come!  The Lord is with you. 
 
 
THE INTERN’S CORNER 
Submitted by Intern Nic Alexandre 
 

A new dawn is upon us as we greet the new year with fresh expectations 
and hope.  Though we now transition out of the Christmas season the 
message of Christ’s birth shines bright in our hearts as we begin to nurture 
the seeds of transformation in our lives as we prepare to enter a new year. 
As the days grow stronger and brighter, so I pray, that all our aspirations 
and hopes do the same. May this coming year be one of reconciliation, 
unity, and healing. 
 
Soon we will celebrate the Epiphany – the beginning of the Epiphanytide - 
when the Magi visit the Christ Child and in thus doing, so announce 
Jesus’s physical presence to the world.  The Incarnation, the Word made 
flesh, the hope of humanity.  I cannot help reflecting that the times of 
Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany mirror the steps we are experiencing 

with the passing of the year and as we celebrate the movement of God in our world. Advent holds the 
hope and the expectation we have in the coming of our salvation and perhaps no other year than 
2020 has invoked a need for that reminder – Christmas tells us that 
we have made it and Epiphany is the realization that we are here.  
 
It is with these thoughts that I reflect that I am at the midterm of my 
internship here at Hope - a time which has been more than just an 
enriching one for me.  In the next four months I look forward to 
continuing working with you all and growing together as we move 
through this time. Currently, I am on holidays in the Lower Mainland and look forward to joining you 
all again soon. Let me take this opportunity to wish you a very Happy New Year and may God’s light 
perpetually shine upon you.   
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WORSHIP NOTES   
Submitted by Carolyn Iles 
 
Questions  to consider…. 
To some extent, each of us fashions our own version of the “Christmas story.” Over time, as our associations 
and identification with that story grow, it can feel very uncomfortable and even disrespectful to disrupt or 
question that story. Any yet these reactions can be instructive, for they beg larger questions about what’s really 
important: the biblical narratives; or the traditions that have gathered around them, layered them, and at times 

obscured them; or the meaning all of this may have for your lives today?  Woodlake Press 
 
Each year, at Christmas, after the celebrations are over, we too 
are called to look around ourselves and notice where corruption 
exists, so that we, as disciples of Jesus, can begin the work of 
speaking truth to power, of making change. God’s creativity 
working in all people, gives us a deep desire for justice and peace. 
The Jesus born anew in each of us yearns for restoration and 
shalom. On this sober feast day, how can we prayerfully commit to 
journeying for peace and justice? How can we carry the infant Jesus, born as a radical gesture of 
God’s love, into our work in the world? 
Lutherans Connect 
 

Over the past few weeks, your inbox has been filled with advertising emails and special shopping 
deals prepping you for one of the biggest shopping days of the year – Cyber Monday. But do you 
know how to use your purchase power for more than just good deals? You can use it to do good in 
the world, too.    

 
Embrace your “power of purchasing” 
 As a consumer, your purchases have the power to make a 
difference in your community, whether it’s through 
a percentage of your purchase benefitting a cause that is 
important to you or by supporting businesses engaging 
in socially–conscious practices. Choosing where to spend your 
dollars, and which companies or social entrepreneurs to 
support, reflects the values and causes important to you.   
 In our recently released research, Civic Life Today, 41% of all 

adults shared that they make purchasing decisions based on a company’s social 
responsibility practices. For Gen Z, it’s significantly higher with nearly 60% saying they take a 
company’s practices into consideration when buying. Tapping into your purchase power is an easy 
way to increase your civic engagement, and we’ll be sharing more information about 
using purchase power next week, so stay tuned.   
Here’s just a few ways that you can impact your community through your spending power:  
 Choosing to shop at a small, locally–owned and/or minority-owned business helps address 

inequality and contributes to the growth of your own community by creating jobs and boosting your 
local economy.   

 Similarly, you can choose to buy from certified B Corporations, Public Benefit Corporations 
and social enterprises. Although not identical, these types of businesses believe that companies 
can be a force for good. They work to prioritize social impact in their operations. Some well-
known examples include Ben & Jerry’s, TOMS Shoes, Seventh Generation and Patagonia.   

 When you purchase through large retailers, look for companies that are socially responsible and 
philanthropic. Many of them, like Amazon, have initiatives that donate a portion of your purchase to 

https://www.pointsoflight.org/civic-engagement-research/
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charity. You can support Points of Light every time you shop on Amazon by selecting us through 
AmazonSmile. A percentage of the sale is donated back to Points of Light and helps fund our 
critical work.   

 As a reminder, purchase power centers on the choice of where and how you spend your money – 
not the dollar amount itself. As you go about your normal shopping routine, consider the areas where 
you can implement one, or all, of our tips to support the communities and causes you care about.   
 

 

A PRAYER 
God, fill our eyes with seeing, and our minds with knowing; 
Let there be moments when Your Presence, like lightning, 
illumines the darkness in which we walk. 
Help us to see, wherever we gaze, that the bush burns unconsumed. 
And we, clay touched by God, will reach out for holiness, 
and exclaim in wonder: 
How filled with awe is this place, and we did not know it! 
- from Mishkan T'filah: Shabbat: A Reform Siddur44 
 

God speaks in the silence of the heart, and we listen. And then we speak to God from the fullness of our 
heart. First we listen, and God speaks. And then we speak, and God listens. And that connection is prayer, 
is oneness with God. The fruit of prayer is deepening of faith. The fruit of faith is love. The fruit of love is 
service. And the fruit of service is peace.    Mother Teresa 
 
 
WIDER CHURCH  
 Looking ahead:  Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2021 
 
The 2021 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity (WPCU) will run from January 18 to 25. The international 
resources for 2021 WPCU have been prepared by the Monastic Community of Grandchamp in 
Switzerland, a group of religious sisters from different church traditions brought together by a 
common vocation of prayer, community life, and hospitality, and by their commitment to Christian 
unity. 
 
The 2021 theme - Abide in my love and you shall bear much fruit (John 15:5-9) - calls us to pray 
and to work for reconciliation and unity in the church, with our human family, and with all of creation. 
Drawing on the Gospel image of vine and branches, it invites us to nourish unity with God and with 
one another through contemplative silence, prayer and common action. Grafted into Christ the vine 
as many diverse branches, may we bear rich fruit and create new ways of living, with respect for and 
communion with all creation.  
Learn more about the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity and about the 2021 theme. 
 
 
CONTINUOUS LEARNING 
Submitted by Carolyn Iles 
 
The ELCIC Book Club looks at a book of the Bible each month.  Last month we were encouraged to 
read the Psalms.  Maybe you did, maybe you will one day.  Here are some questions to consider 
about the book of Psalms. 

https://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/homepage/ref=smi_chpf_redirect?ie=UTF8&ein=65-0206641&ref_=smi_ext_ch_65-0206641_cl
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/homepage/ref=smi_chpf_redirect?ie=UTF8&ein=65-0206641&ref_=smi_ext_ch_65-0206641_cl
https://www.amazon.com/Mishkan-Tfilah-Complete-Festivals-Transliterated-ebook/dp/B01AWYWZFQ/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1517255253&sr=8-2&keywords=the+mishkan
https://elcic.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=995f38ab3f3a9fb43ccc1bc2d&id=8311548ad4&e=30230e0f4b
https://www.weekofprayer.ca/week-prayer-christian-unity
https://www.weekofprayer.ca/2021-week-prayer-christian-unity-theme
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 BOOK CLUB QUESTIONS FOR PSALMS 
 • The psalms are like exclamation marks of the soul, allowing us a way to pour out our deepest 
emotions before God. What are the feelings that you are bringing to God today?  
• The psalms were likely known by heart to Jesus. Which psalms do you know by 
heart? Which would you like to learn? 
 • In most Christian bibles, the Psalms follow the book of Job. What are some 
themes that continue from that book into this one? 
 • Psalms are helpful for every day prayers and also for praying in challenging 
times. Which psalms would you turn to in each of these? 
 • Psalm 22 contains some of the oldest Hebrew poetry in the Bible. How is it still 
relevant to us today? 
 • Psalm 23 is probably the most famous psalm. How does the image of a 
‘shepherd’ God comfort us? 
 • Psalm 42 describes a soul that longs for God like a deer longs for the cool waters of a stream. Are 
there times when you long for God to refresh you in this way? 
 • Psalm 119 is the longest psalm. It describes a love of ‘laws’ that God has set down in Scripture. 
How is it helpful and/or challenging to imagine a love of law? 
 • Psalm 150 invites “everything that has breath” to praise God and shout ‘Hallelujah’. When do you 
find yourself praying to God in joyful thanksgiving?  
 
**PS Remember Nic’s Bible Study group begins soon!  Contact him for more info. 
 
Another way of looking at ‘involvement’…how do you see your involvement in Hope? 
 
Half-Heartedly Committed, Wholeheartedly Involved 
Given the fact that commitment is necessary in order to do and to become our best, how can it be 
virtuous to be half-hearted? How can it be a good thing to be committed conditionally?  In order to 
fathom this conundrum I will refer to what a psychologist-friend shared with me years ago. Quoting a 
study he had read, Dick explained that there are a variety of combinations having to do with 
commitment and involvement. A person can be "half-heartedly committed and half-heartedly involved; 
wholeheartedly committed and wholeheartedly involved; half-heartedly committed and wholeheartedly 
involved; wholeheartedly committed and half-heartedly involved". 
 
It would seem, Dick claimed, that the best combination of commitment and involvement, the most 
advantageous way to live is to be wholeheartedly committed and wholeheartedly involved, but his he 

said is the definition of a fanatic. 
 
...But...fanatical people can be difficult to deal with,…Those who approach 
life both wholeheartedly committed and wholeheartedly involved often fail to 
listen to the voice of reason and they sometimes act in ways that are 
offensive. 
 
...both Dick and I agreed that the best way to engage life is also the most 

difficult, namely, to be half-heartedly committed but wholeheartedly involved...No institution, country, 
religion, corporation, or person is without shortcomings. No entity on earth is flawless. This fact need 
not prevent us from involving and investing ourselves wholeheartedly in whatever we do, but it should 
make us aware of the importance of being objective and realistic, lest our enthusiasm prevent us from 
being appropriately critical. from pp. 84-86 of In Sync with the Sacred, by Tom Stella 
 

https://news.woodlakebooks.com/t/r-l-judhtrtk-mthdttdyh-b/
https://news.woodlakebooks.com/t/r-l-judhtrtk-mthdttdyh-n/
https://news.woodlakebooks.com/t/r-l-judhtrtk-mthdttdyh-n/
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PRAYER AT CHRISTMAS 
Submitted by Beth Paton 
 
EPIPHANY 

Epiphany in the Church Calendar in most Catholic and Liturgical 
Protestant Churches, begins on January 06. If the 6th is not a Sunday, it 
begins on the Sunday closest to the 6th. (The Sunday we celebrate 
Epiphany is Christmas Day in most Orthodox Churches.) The Season of 
Epiphany lasts from then until Transfiguration Sunday - at most for 8 
Sundays. It is the time we sing “We Three Kings of Orient are”, written in 
1857 by John Henry Hopkins, (one of my favourite carols!) Epiphany 

celebrates the three Wise Men visiting Jesus. The only Gospel writer to mention the 
Wise Men is Matthew (2:1-12). The Wise Men brought gifts that were rare and precious. However, in 
spite of them probably being wealthy, educated and of some consequence, the Kings were in awe of 
the Child and bowed down and worshipped him (Matt. 2:11). 
 
There are a number of assumptions around the visitation of the Wise Men: 
Firstly:  we are not sure just how many there were. We say three, as three gifts were given. (For this 
article we will say there were three). 
 
Secondly: were these men astrologers, kings, wise men or a combination of one or more of these 
three designations? We don’t know for sure. Because they followed a new bright star they were 
thought to be astrologers, but they could just have been wise men who were interested in the stars, 
as a type of hobby. It has also been thought to be related to predictions found in the Old Testament. 
For example, Isaiah 60:2 - “kings will be at the Lord’s birth (or dawn)”. 
 
Thirdly: we celebrate their visit while Jesus is still young enough to be in the manger, but we know 
that Herod had all babies, who were two years and younger killed (Matthew 2:16), when he realized 
he had been tricked by the three Kings. Also Matthew says, in verse 11, “on entering the (house), 
they saw the child with Mary”. So do these two quotations mean that Jesus, and his family, were long 
gone from the cattle shed when they visited? 
 
Lastly: they are usually depicted wearing costly garments. Here is another assumption - that they 
were rich. This assumption comes about because of them being classed as either Kings or the 
expensive gifts they gave Jesus. 
 
The gifts they brought were rare and precious. In hindsight, we can now see, that the gifts have a 
symbolism: 
Gold: associated with kings, and God. Jesus is King and God. 
Frankincense: denoting deity or priesthood. Jesus is also a deity and a priest. 
Myrrh: associated with death and burial preparation. Myrrh was probably one of the spices used at 
Jesus’ burial 
 
Some facts about the gifts: 
GOLD:  gold was important in Jewish worship. The tabernacle featured gold and 
the ark of the covenant was covered by a large piece of gold. Beside the ark was 
the incense altar, overlaid with gold. Solomon’s Temple, we are told, was 
decorated with gold. (2 Chronicles 3). For millennia gold has been considered part of the trappings of 
and around kings. Crowns were made with gold. 
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FRANKINCENSE: it is generally understood that when incense is mentioned in Malachi 1:11 and 
Psalm 141:2, that it is frankincense. In both cases, it is considered a symbol for God’s name. 

Frankincense is sweet-smelling. We believe the incense burned in the Temple on the 
incense altar, was frankincense. It was burned twice daily creating a regular offering of 
prayer to God. This was done by the priest on duty in the Temple. Zechariah was offering 
incense at the time of the visitation (Luke 1:9) informing him that he and his wife, 
Elizabeth, were to have a son, whom they were to call John. However, in Revelation 8:3 

it is the people who are offering the incense, but here too it carries the prayer upward to God. 
MYRRH: while frankincense is sweet-smelling, myrrh by contrast, is bitter. It was 
mixed with wine and given to Jesus when he was on the cross, (Mark 15:33). 
Normally it was used with other items as a type of embalming substance. It was 
probably part of the “spices and ointments” (Luke 23:56) used before the burial of 
Jesus by the women who “took the body of Jesus and wrapped it with spices” (John 
19:40). 
 
Meditation: 
If you are not someone who meditates regularly, you might like to try meditating as an epiphany 
exercise. Here is an outline for possible meditation(s). Use each section on individual occasions or all 
three at one time. 
 
Most of us have a scented candle which could be used as incense when lit, find something around 
that is of yellow, rose, white or imitation gold and some herb/spice such as sage as the myrrh.  
We light the candle, breathe slowly in and out and concentrate on the flame and the scent from the 
candle. Use the upward movement of the flame to help us clear our minds of any outside thoughts 
and let the upward movement be a prayer from us to God - for someone we know who needs a 
prayer, for one or more of those on our Church prayer list or for ourselves. 
 
Now feel the ‘gold’ item. How hard is it? Though gold is hard, it can be made or refined if it is heated 
to high temperatures. Are we ‘hard’ in our dealings with ourselves, or when dealing with others? Do 
we need to consider how we can improve or refine our ‘hardness’ - to ourselves, to others?  Let us 
ask God to refine us with the refining fire of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Rub the sage between a thumb and forefinger is it smooth or grainy?  Are we calm and encouraging 
and helpful in our dealings with others, (the smooth aspect). Or do we get irritable and appear 
annoyed or disinterested, (the grainy aspect). If put on a cut, will it burn or irritate? How does it smell? 
Is it a bitter or pleasant smell? How are we when with others? Do we think of, or put others or 
ourselves first? Ask God to help us with how we (re)act towards others and 
ourselves. 
Sit quietly and let the peace of God surround us and feel peace permeating 
through us.  When ready, blow out the candle.  
 
 
2021 OFFERING ENVELOPES 
 
Your 2021 offering envelopes are available in the library room downstairs at the church.  They are 
in alphabetical order.  If you are unable to pick them up and you would like them delivered or if you 
are able to deliver some of them, please contact Joan Nolting at jnolting@shaw.ca or 250-729-
3677.  You can also submit your offerings in ordinary envelopes identified as coming from you.  If you 
currently do not have envelopes and would like some, please let Joan Nolting know. 

mailto:jnolting@shaw.ca
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LETTER TO DR. BONNIE HENRY & MINISTER of HEALTH ADRIAN DIX 
From B.C. Faith Leaders 
 
23 December, 2020 
 
Dear Dr. Henry & Minister Dix, 
 
We are faith leaders from across British Columbia and from multiple denominations within the 
province. We wanted to publicly reach out to show our deep respect and appreciation for you, 
your staff and all those in leadership in this most challenging time. We fully support the work you 
have done throughout 2020 and appreciate your calm, considerate guidance and wisdom as 
you work to keep us all safe. 
 
As faith leaders we have worked hard to keep our communities safe and connected in many 
imaginative ways. Some of us have remained online throughout this pandemic while others 
have followed clearly laid out protocols for in-person worship gatherings and events in the 
summer and early fall. Each of us, along with our leadership, has prayerfully made decisions 
that we felt best cared for our congregations. Throughout all of these decisions it has been 
incredibly helpful to have strong guidance from the provincial health officer, the BC CDC and the 
provincial government. None of us have served in ministry through a global pandemic before 
and we look to experts to help us through these times. Your work has been invaluable to us. 
We have been deeply disappointed in the multiple times that the voices of a particular group of 
faith leaders have been spotlighted and amplified publicly criticizing your work and your 
mandates. As you are already aware, those voices do not speak for all of us. We want to 
publicly reiterate our gratitude and support for your work. 
 
We are deeply grateful that you have, from the beginning, taken time to be in conversation with 
faith leaders and have spoken publicly many times in support of the work we are doing. We are 
looking forward to working with Dr. Robert Daum to continue those conversations. 
 
Thank you for your hard work. We continue to hold each of you, your staff, our government, 
BC’s front line workers and all impacted by COVID-19 in our prayers.  
 
In peace and gratitude, 
Rev. Aneeta Saroop 
Pastor, Spirit of Life Lutheran Church, Vancouver; Rev. Kristen Steele, Pastor, Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran 
Church, Langley; Rev. Dr. Gregory Mohr, Bishop, BC Synod, Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada 
Rev. Vida Jaugelis, Interim Pastor, Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, District of North Vancouver;  Rev. Kathy 
Martin, Assistant to the Bishop, BC Synod, ELCIC; Andrew Stephens-Rennie, Missioner, Valhalla Parish 
(comprising St. Stephen’s Anglican Church New Denver and St. David’s Anglican Church, Castlegar); Rev. 
Kelly Duncan, Rector, Parish of St George, Fort Langley; Rev. David Taylor, Rector, St Dunstan's Anglican 
Church, Aldergrove; Rev. Lyndon Sayers, Pastor, Lutheran Church of the Cross, Victoria;  Rev Andrew 
Halladay, Vicar, St Andrew's Anglican Church, Langley; Rev Brenda Nestegaard Paul, Pastor, Trinity Anglican 
+ Lutheran Church, Port Alberni; Reverend Brian J. Heinrich, Vicar, Saints Aidan & Bartholomew Anglican Parish, 
Gibsons; Rev. Erik Bjorgan, Pastor, Deo Lutheran Church, Salmon Arm; Rev. Curtis Aguirre, Pastor, Our 
Redeemer Lutheran Church, Penticton; Rev. Terry Richardson, Pastor, Hope Lutheran Church, Nanaimo;
 Rev. Diana Edis, Pastor, St. Paul's Lutheran, Prince Rupert; Rev. David Hunter, Pastor, Peace Lutheran 
Congregation, Vernon; Rev. Jennifer Wilson, Pastor, Trinity Lutheran Church, Delta;  Rev. Matthew Senf, 
Interim Pastor, Oakridge Lutheran Church, Vancouver; Rev. Katrina Vigen, Pastor, Redeemer Lutheran 
Church, Vancouver;  Rev. Patricia Giannelia, Pastor, Christ Lutheran Church, Kelowna; Rev. Carolina 
Glauster, Pastor, Mount Olivet Lutheran Church, North Vancouver; Rev. John Caswell Boyd, Pastor, St. George's 
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Anglican Parish, Kamloops; Rev. Eric Krushel, Pastor, Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Coquitlam; Rev. Christoph 
Reiners, Pastor, Our Saviour Lutheran Church, Richmond; Rev. Peter Hanson, Pastor, Mount Olive Lutheran 
Church, Surrey; Rev. Lyle McKenzie, Pastor, Lutheran Church of the Cross, Victoria;  Rev. Thomas 
Keeley, Pastor, Dunbar Lutheran, Vancouver, and Benediction Lutheran, Delta; Rev. Fleming Blishen, Pastor, 
Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church, Prince George Rev. Patrick Blaney, Regional Dean of North Vancouver and 
Rector of St. John’s Anglican Church North Vancouver; Rev. Marlys Moen, Pastor, Mount Zion Lutheran Church, 
New Westminster;  Rev. Jane Gingrich, Pastor, Hills of Peace Lutheran Church, Kamloops; Rev. Roland 
Ziprick, Pastor, St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Maple Ridge;  The Rev. Peggy Trendell-Jensen, Deacon, St. 
Clement’s Anglican Church, North Vancouver; Rev. Hardo Ermisch, Pastor, St.Marks Lutheran, Vancouver;  
Rev. Brian Krushel, Pastor, Faith Lutheran Church, Kelowna;  Rev Robin Jacobson, Minister, Trinity United 
Church, Vernon, BC; The Rev Canon Chris Harwood-Jones, All Saints Anglican Church, Vernon BC;   
 
 

NANAIMO STREET INITIATIVES  
 

Thank you so VERY MUCH for all your assistance in the gathering of warm clothing, bedding, etc. for 
our homeless. People are being wonderfully generous with their donations and we continue to 
encourage this!   Sleeping bags, rain/weather protective clothing, are of course very much needed as 
well!    
 
Dennis has been giving out donated items (and some purchased items very much needed) on a daily 
basis – usually between 8-10:00 p.m. as at that time of day, only those without shelter are still on the 
street or in the parks, etc.   Everyone is extremely grateful - Dennis wishes you could see the joy on 
their faces as they select the items they need/want. We continue with this warm clothing & bedding 
drive as long as it is needed.    
 
We are now partnered with Hospice and Value Village to assist with this drive.  We are also thankful 
to Brechin UC (Mission & Outreach Team) for its initial assistance with getting the word out to all the 
local churches.    
Our deep gratitude, 
Dennis Lakusta and Lynn Burrows 
 

We Celebrate Birthdays  For the month of January 2021: 

Jan. 2  Linda Harvey Jan. 3  Jack Ziebart   Jan. 3  Andreas Haase 
Jan. 5  Mildred Olafson  Jan. 14  Terry Richardson  Jan. 17  Katje Reinhardt 
Jan. 18  Walter Halper Jan.20  Cathy Saunders           Jan. 24  Vibeke Sandberg 
Jan. 29  Lucas Pallard  
 

  
Special Prayer Requests:  
Deanna Boks, Joan Burns, Sue Dowty and family, Pearl Dunn, Tom 
Farkas, Barbara Foster, Diane Fredericks, Marg Fredericks, Uli 
Fritzsche, Rebecca Garber, Bernie Hansen, Jean and Gerry Jacob, 
Liz Knight, Donna Kuffler, Daniel and Allana Landingin & Family, Fred 
Mason, Derick & Loraine Mather, Andrew Mellis, Carole & Clyde 
Ortner, Rob Riches, Amolina & Lorne Schwartz, Barbara Sheppard, Joan Spencer, Tania Strauss, 
Wendy Van Oldenborgh, Janice Vosper, Ann, Brian, Derek and family, Donavon, Donna, Elaine, 
Katja, Kira, Laila, Linley, Leah, Lone, Kari, Mervin, Michael & family, Payton, Serena, Sherry, Sigrid, 
Todd, Zack. 


