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Words of Hope 
Reflections by Pastor Terry Richardson 

 
Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who has promised is faithful. 
And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds, not neglecting to meet 
together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another… Hebrews 10:23-25 

 
ONE YEAR LATER 
As I write this, Palm Sunday is approaching. March 28 is our 52nd Sunday using computers 
for worship. You have probably also used the phone and computer like never before. You 
may also have been a caller or have received a call through our Phoning Tree. The sound 
of a friendly voice or a wave from someone to whom we can’t even get close, remain more 
important than many other things. 

 
Gathering on Zoom has made a group worship experience possible for us. I am so glad for that. Our 
success has become a model for others. Coupled with worship has been 
the simple fact of being together all at the same time.  Every Sunday 
morning I enjoy and laugh as you pop up on the computer screen. I see 
you calling out greetings to others that you see there. By 10:00 a.m. 
when the service begins, I have three screen pages of little picture boxes 
at 25 squares per page. We often have 90-100 people together each 
Sunday. Everyone watching and many talking at the same time — just 
glad to be together! 
 
Being together in real time, with bread and wine/juice at hand, and the promises of Christ spoken, we 
have been able to celebrate Communion together. This has also strengthened our faith in these hard 
times. Thanks be to God 
 
With everyone being careful, Nic and I have been able to keep office hours at the church, volunteers 
have stopped by to check the mail, phone, use the office computer, and ensure that the church 
building is clean. Recently, the gardeners have gathered to do their magic and keep our property 
beautiful. Occasionally someone stops by for a careful visit. Life slowly returns. 
 
As we follow the COVID-19 protocols for BC, some comments are being made about possibilities for 
faith community gatherings. As much as we miss the physical gathering of being together in person, I 
am in no hurry and feel no pressure to force the timing of this. I prefer for us to wait until a time comes 
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when we feel generally safe, a significant number of us can gather at once, and we are able to sing. 
With Easter comes new life and we move forward together. In the meantime: the Lord is with you. 
 
 

THE INTERN’S CORNER 
Submitted by Nic Alexandre 

 
Is it all right to be cheery when the sun is out, and we are close to the end of 
Lent? Because I have indeed been cheery; but just when I think I can relax, it 
gets cold and starts raining again and I wonder. Traditionally this would be the 
“lean” time of year, when vegetables would be starting to run low, and meat 
was a primary source of sustenance if it could be had. I saw three deer 
crossing the road today when I was returning to the church. Their coats were 
heavy with fur and I thought that, in an earlier time, they would have been a 
God-send - a perfect source of sustenance to get through the end of winter 
and the new days of spring. How must it have been for our ancestors to be 
hungry from the winter, but to see life spring up all around them? Perhaps 
there was a deeper sense of Hope that with the sun and longer days, nature 

would produce and all would be well. 
 
I find the journey through Lent and the undulating changes of spring to be a similar experience. We 
wait for an event that we know is going to happen. A resurrection like spring and a new realisation in 
Christ uniting us to the bounty of life renewed in his Body. But until this time comes, we wait, like we 
did in Advent. We wait for something that we know is going to happen and is the beginning of the 
promise made to us. But we still wait. There has been a lot of waiting in this year, but like the first rays 
of sun in the lengthening days of spring, we, almost seeing an end to our 
waiting, are hopeful even though we are not quite sure. It’s hard to be sure these 
days.  
 
Sometimes these things are like mirages that shift with the sands in the wind, 
and what we thought, what we expected to happen, changes unexpectedly. How 
exhausting! But because we know the story - the ending is not something known 
to us – the promise is always fulfilled. So, though Spring sometimes seems like winter and the 
weather shifts and changes in odd and unpredictable ways, I know that the sun is coming soon, one 
day. So, I shift with the season, attend to the ritual of my transitionary wardrobe, my cloak of many 
colours, and wait in hopeful expectation for the day the sun returns. 
   
 

WORSHIP NOTES  
Submitted by Carolyn Iles 
 

Our Lenten journey is at an end.  Soon we will begin Holy Week, Palm Sunday, 
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter.  And then we enter the season of 
EASTER.  During the 40 days of Lent, we walked in wilderness ways with Christ.   
 
During the 50 days of Easter we will be considering the appearances of the 
resurrected Christ among his disciples, and then move on to the spread of the church.  
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We will be asked to consider where the Spirit of our risen Christ might be pushing us deeper into the 
world.  The Easter season ends with the celebration of Pentecost.  There is much to think about and 
celebrate as we enter into not just Easter, but the season of Easter.   
 
VOCATIONAL SUNDAY – APRIL 25, 2021 
 ELCIC members and congregations are invited to celebrate the Fourth Sunday of Easter as a Day of 
Prayer for Vocations to Rostered Ministry. 
  
The word "vocation" is rooted in the Latin word, voccacio meaning call or summons.  A vocation is a 
calling: to serve God, to an occupation or profession, and/or an inclination to a particular activity. 
  
Individuals and congregations play a vital role in leadership formation. In faithful, 
prayerful community, we help each other to hear God's call and encourage each 
other to exercise gifts for ministry. 
 
As April 25th marks the end of our intern Nic’s time with us, it is an opportunity to 
celebrate the Day of Prayer for Vocations of Rostered Ministry.  We can give thanks for the 
opportunity Hope has had to be a part of the education/forming of a pastor….and celebrate with Nic 
this milestone in his life.   
 
 
WORSHIP AND WORK SHALL BE ONE!  

Below is an idea from WoodLake Press’ e-mail Spirits of the Seasons’  
Nourishing Faith and Spirituality at Home.   This section of the weekly e-mail 
provides ideas for families to help with faith formation, including links to 
various sites with ideas and information.  Here is one such idea we could all 
consider:  
 

 “Do you know where your water comes from? Pour yourself a glass of 
water and then consider the Mother Earth Walk.” 
 

 “When the water had to be boiled by many First Nations communities 
in Ontario, Canada, because it was not safe to drink, Josephine Mandamin 
found a different way to draw attention. In 2003, she founded the Mother 

Earth Walk. In the following 14 years, she walked around the five Great Lakes (Ontario, Erie, 
Huron, Michigan, and Superior) and along the shores of the St. Lawrence River. She wanted to 
make communities and their leaders aware of water's need for protection.” 

 

 “What is your nearest source of water? If this is in a place nearby, think about how you could 
visit it, walk beside it, or talk to people about its importance as a sacred gift from God.” 

 

 “If this is in a place far away, think about how you could make people aware of its importance – 
perhaps with a poster, drawing, or photograph that you share at a community event.” 

 
Most of the people and friends of Hope Lutheran have clean safe drinking water….how can we 
support those who do not? 
 
Now drink the glass of water and enjoy its life-giving, thirst-quenching quality. 
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CONTINUOUS LEARNING  (READ) 
Submitted by Carolyn Iles  
 
You may recall that the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada is in the second year of a four year 
program called Pray, READ, Worship, Love.  This year members and friends are encouraged to read 
the Bible, individually or with a group.  Of course there are many ways to accomplish this.  One way is 
to read a different book of the Bible each month.  The ELCIC provides suggestions for books to read 
and questions to think about. 
 
April’s suggestion is the book of Amos.  Here are some background notes about Amos, and a few 
questions.   
 

Amos did not consider himself a ‘real’ prophet.  He didn’t work for any 
king, although his speech was much better than the farmer “who raised 
sheep and tended to fig trees”   (Ch. 7:10-14).    
 
Under King David and Solomon the 12 Tribes of Israel were united and 
co-operated in many ways.  Following Solomon’s death, the 10 ‘northern’ 
tribes began to concern themselves with acquiring wealth, and trying to fit 
in with their neighbours, abandoning their beliefs.  The family of the 12 
Tribes fell apart.  Amos comes to the north to bring a message of 
judgment upon the wayward tribes. 
 
Amos accuses them of worshiping other Gods, of striving to acquire 
wealth and land which resulted in mistreatment of the poor and 
disenfranchised, and abandoning their ‘family’. 

 
Some questions to consider about the Book of Amos are: 
 
1.  Amos is speaking out in response to a growing threat.  Does the situation being identified 
resemble our own? Is Amos’ message instructive for us? 
 
2.  In Amos 5:21 we read, “I hate, I despise your festivals, and I take no delight in your solemn 
assemblies.”  What does this verse say about our worship services?   
 
3.  Amos 5:24 reads, “But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing 
stream.”  This verse was often quoted by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and others in speeches about 
problems such as racism.  What does this verse mean to you? 
 
4.   Are there modern day prophets who are speaking the same message as Amos? 
 
Did anyone notice we forgot to include March’s recommended Book of the Bible to read?  It was 
Daniel.  Here is a brief review and questions about Daniel.  
 
The book of Daniel appears in the Prophets section of the Bible.  He focuses not on the exiled people 
of God, but on Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego and himself, through stories and visions. 
In the first half of the book, Daniel, with the help of God, interprets the dreams of others, about the 
destiny of several kings.  The evil of the kings does not improve the lives of Daniel and his friends - 
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chaos and evil continue.  In the second half of the book, Daniel tries to make sense of his own 
dreams which concern the future of God’s people. 
 
Basically a book of consolation, the message is that evil will not have the last word, but in the short 
term there will be chaos and violence. 
 
Questions to consider: 
1. Daniel offers us a glimpse into life under tight restrictions (to say the 
least). In what ways does life under the current COVID-19 pandemic 
resemble (or differ from) what we read about in the book of Daniel? 
 
2.  Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego remind us of refugees, 
immigrants, and minority groups. They are expected to forsake who 
they are and become who they are not. In what way does the 
integration of various cultural and racial groups within the church over 
the years reveal a pattern of assimilation and rejection of who they 
are? Why is it that we feel threatened by that which is different? 
 
3.  A reversal is happening in our world where the church is reaching a minority status and finds 
herself at the mercy of the Nebuchadnezzars of the world.    
 
4. What lessons can the church draw from the book of Daniel? How does the book inspire us to be 
the 21st century people of faith who persevere and bring hope in an increasingly challenging 
environment? 
 
 

NEWSLETTER ARTICLES/ITEMS 
 
The Messenger of Hope would like to hear from you. This past year’s pandemic has 
reduced the number of interesting conversations we have been able to have with each 
other. Small events, moments, discoveries that we might have shared with each other 
pre-pandemic; a humourous observation or comment we may have tossed off for a 

quick smile or laugh; these have passed through our lives unremarked. Small things – ‘oh, the snow 
drops are up in my lawn! the daffodils are ready to bloom; a woodpecker woke me up this morning 
hammering on the wall; they’re building a new house a few doors up the block …’    
 
It isn’t so much the subject matter as it is the recognition and connection with each other; the 
acknowledgment that, however brief the moment of exchange, – our attention is still of worth and 
value. I wonder if this past year’s level of enforced silence has taught us to listen more attentively to 
others. We may not be able (yet) to indulge in group song, laughter, and lively in-person discussion – 
so consider sharing in a different way: send in a paragraph on any small item; 3 sentences on clouds; 
2 sentences on what your pet did that made you laugh; a plan you have for your garden; a movie that 
brought a new realization; a kind act you witnessed.  
 
We have seen many people rise to this unusual pandemic occasion and give in mighty 
ways. Not all are called to do the ‘big things’ in life. It doesn’t diminish the worth of the 
small gesture, the gentle kindness, the simple witness to the being-ness of another. 
What may seem a trivial nod to another in passing, may have much larger meaning to 
the one being ‘seen’. A snow-drop is a tiny flower, but oh, what hope it brings. 



6 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Brechin United Church Redevelopment Project 
The Brechin United Church Redevelopment building is finally about to see a flurry of 
activity! The new contractor is clear to begin their work. They are aiming to repair 
what is now weathered and damaged and complete the building by December or 
January. The Brechin United Church website has a piece about how to get on the 
early interest list for housing for any folks who are interested. 
See: https://www.brechinunited.ca/about/redevelopment   

 
 
  
         

                     We Celebrate Birthdays       
 
For the month of April 2021: 
Apr. 2  Caleb Banner Apr. 5  Peggy McManus  Apr. 8  Daniel Haase 
Apr. 12  Garry Heiman  Apr. 14  Audrey Strauss  Apr. 14  Joan Roszmann 
Apr. 14  Finn Thiedeke Apr. 14  Ralph Galer  Apr. 17  Sivert Vedoy 
Apr. 28  Derick Mather 
  
 

We Celebrate Anniversaries   
For the month of April 2021: 
Apr. 8  Norman & Jackie Pallard   Apr. 16  Dick & Peggy McManus 
Apr. 21  David & Beth Paton  Apr. 26  Greg & Janice Vosper 
   
 
 

Special Prayer Requests:  
Eva Alvarez, Bailey, Natalie Bowles, Brian & Anne Burkholder,  John Snell, 
Kevin H., Lori McWilliams, Betty Parr, Joan Spencer 
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