
Home Worship — April 5, 2020
Palm Sunday

 
While we cannot be together in person, we can hear the word of God and hold 
each other in prayer . Our focus is the story of Palm Sunday which leads us into 1

Holy Week. In the past we read this story in church and carried  palm or cedar 
branches. It was a way of celebrating the presence of Jesus Christ coming among 
us. Please know that Christ comes also now to your home, to be with you. We are 
apart from each other but still together with the whole church. 

The Prayer of the Day  
Let us pray. 
O God of mercy and might, in your Son you offer your infinite life to the 
world. Gather us around the cross of Christ, and preserve us until the 
resurrection, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
  
The Readings 
First Reading  Isaiah 50:4-9 
The Lord God has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to 
sustain the weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens my ear to listen as 
those who are taught. The Lord God has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I 
did not turn backward. I gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to 
those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face from insult and spitting. The 
Lord God helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my 
face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; he who vindicates me is 
near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my 
adversaries? Let them confront me. It is the Lord God who helps me; who will 
declare me guilty? 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
  
Psalm 31:9-16 (read responsively — the Psalmist asks for mercy, as we 
do, and God’s face shines upon us in Christ) 
Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I | am in trouble; my eye is consumed with sorrow, 
and also my throat | and my belly. 
For my life is wasted with grief, and my | years with sighing; 
my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones | are consumed. 

Partially provided by https://blogs.elca.org/worship/1875/1
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I am the scorn of all my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbours, a dismay to | my 
acquaintances; when they see me in the street | they avoid me. 
Like the dead I am forgotten, | out of mind; I am as useless as a | broken pot. 
For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is | all around; they put their 
heads together against me; they plot to | take my life. 
But as for me, I have trusted in | you, O Lord. I have said, “You | are my God. 
My times are | in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from 
those who | persecute me. 
Let your face shine up- | on your servant; save me in your | steadfast love.” 

  
Second Reading  Philippians 2:5-11 
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the 
form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but 
emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And 
being found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point 
of death—even death on a cross. Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave 
him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

Word of God, word of Life. Thanks be to God. 
  

Gospel:  Mathew 21:1-11 
Our gospel is recorded in the 21st chapter of Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of 
Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, 
and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and 
bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs 
them.’ And they will be sent immediately.” This took place to fulfill what had been 
spoken through the prophet, saying, “Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is 
coming to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a 
donkey.” 

Page  of 2 8



Home Worship — April 5, 2020
Palm Sunday

The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they 
brought the donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and 

he sat on them. A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut 
branches from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead 
of him and that followed were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is 
the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” 
The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.” 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 ————————————————— 

 
April 5, 2020 – Palm Sunday: COVID 19  

Matthew 21:1-11 

Who would have ever expected that we would meet in worship like this?  
Here we are at the beginning of Holy Week. We see a man on a donkey who comes 
in the name of the Lord. He embodies love that doesn’t quit… invades death… and 
calls us into a community of compassion knowing that God is always with us. As 
we look toward Holy Week and Easter, life is very different.. suffering and struggle 
are real for us. 

Life often ends up looking different than what we thought at first. I see this as I 
watch my children and now grandson build their lives.  Every life has suffering and 
we help each other through.  

Holy Week takes us to love that doesn’t quit… to forgiveness… to the defeat of 
death… to being brothers and sisters, a community of compassion – but suffering 
is there,  just like the presence of COVID-19. But Christ always moves directly to 
the centre of suffering.  Then, and now. 

Helplessness 
As Jesus entered Jerusalem he was enacting a scene with a donkey from the 
prophet Zechariah .  Did people understand it at the time?  Probably only much 2

 Zechariah 9:92
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later when pen was going to paper. Jesus made himself a humble, helpless king as 
he entered into his final days… 

The Passover festival was approaching. People gathered from all over and some 
rolled out their red carpet for this popular rabbi. People wanted to see him. He 
would be lifted into even higher view on Good Friday as he did what he came to 
do. Isaiah  offers thoughts Jesus may have had at the time, “I have set my face like 3

flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame…” 

We see vulnerability and helplessness in the story of Holy Week. When have you 
experienced helplessness?  When have you had to stand by and watch as something 
took place that you couldn’t stop?  Sounds like COVID-19 to me. 

Prior to entering seminary, I was a steelworker and crew leader at a factory in 
Edmonton.  One day I was training a fellow on one of the big machines and walked 
along the production line. We were busy. It was noisy. As I checked a machine, the 
pant leg of my coveralls caught on a shaft that rapidly wound them up like cotton 
candy on a stick.  The trainee watched in horror, as the coveralls were torn from 
my body.  In a split-second my back hit the concrete floor and my legs were twisted 
up in a bundle of ragged denim. I thought, “I'm going to be crippled!” 
In seconds the machine’s cycle stopped, and I was screaming.  The trainee stood in 
helpless shock as others came running to my aid.  They untangled my feet and I 
could stand. I was taken for medical care, was stitched up and off work for 6 weeks 
but got through it..  

Neither I nor anyone else could stop what started to happen. Things were in 
motion and it was done. We were helpless. Others assisted me, I stayed home, and 
healing took place. 

Palm Sunday introduces us to the self-imposed helplessness of a humble king on 
his donkey and our own helplessness. He and others will help us as time passes. 

Help arrives 
On Palm Sunday a small crowd of supporters at the gate cheered. “Hosanna!” was 
like saying “Hooray! We’re glad you are here! Help has arrived!”  But how he 
would help was unexpected. 

 Isaiah 50:73
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Being helped is not iffy.  Baptism announces it all: You are helped. You are loved. 
You are God’s child. You are tattooed on his hand. Your tears are kept in a bottle.  
The life of Jesus proclaimed it all.  He came to awaken us, to tell the stories of 
God’s great love…  to direct our gaze past death…  to help us have life.  We are 
helped.  Holy Week leads us through brokenness.  Suffering and help are together 
… and God does not forsake us. 

At this time of pandemic and self-isolation, do we know what it means to have 
someone help us? Some suffer to help. We help by suffering distance from others. 
Front line and health care workers suffer the risk of sickness and death to help.  

Jesus is present in different ways at different times. In the coming week, he calls us 
to stay awake and pray with him. He washes our feet as we wash our hands.  He 
isolates himself with silence before his accusers.  He says, “Father, forgive them.” 
He, who brings life, dies. Suffering and love are together – just like birth, child-
raising, eldercare, and friendship. Life gets shaped and we become a community of 
help as we suffer and love.  

Who is this?  
As the donkey carries him through the gate, people say “Who is this?”  What 
would you answer?  A Roman soldier at the end of the story says, “Son of God.”  
What do you say?   Is this the one who sends his spirit (the “helper”) to make us a 
community of compassion? Is this the one who loves us when we are helpless?    

And so another week begins, with all that it holds. Jesus taps the donkey’s side 
with his heels and moves forward… He comes to help and to show us how to help 
others. 

Amen. 

_______________________ 

Click on the line below for music and words
“Ride On, King Jesus (A Palm Sunday Medley); 
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An Affirmation of Faith 
We believe in God the Father, 

from whom every family 
in heaven and on earth is named. 

We believe in God the Son, 
who lives in our hearts through faith, 

and fills us with his love. 
We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 

who strengthens us 
with power from on high. 
We believe in one God; 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

Prayers  
O God, We gather together separated by life-saving distancing, but united more 
than ever in spirit. We know we are in a war against COVID - 19 together, and the 
more together we are, the better and stronger we will emerge.  
Lord, unite us though we are apart.  
REFRESH OUR COMPASSION. 

We know the challenges are enormous, yet so are the opportunities; that whether 
we are in isolation with loved ones, or alone, we will have abundance of time. We 
commit to using that time to the max, to help those in greater need in whatever way 
we can. 
Lord, unite us though we are apart.  
REFRESH OUR COMPASSION. 

We know we all have the opportunity, and time, to be life savers and life 
enhancers.We give thanks for those who are on the front line taking care of those 
who are not well. We give thanks for the researchers who are working at breakneck 
speed to find cure and vaccine.  
Lord, unite us though we are apart.  
REFRESH OUR COMPASSION. 

We give thanks for our leaders, federal, provincial and local, for their dedication to 
all of us. We give thanks for the providers of our daily needs who go to work in 
spite of the risk. 
Lord, unite us though we are apart.  
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REFRESH OUR COMPASSION. 

We give thanks for those who have ramped up their ability to produce life-saving 
supplies. We pray for the well-being of all our life savers; For those who are not 
well, that they recover fully. For those enduring difficulty, that they may overcome 
their challenges.  
Lord, unite us though we are apart.  
REFRESH OUR COMPASSION. 

We pray for our distraught world facing COVID-19; for countries hardest hit, 
especially China, Italy, Spain, and the United States; for those who grieve their 
dead; for the sick and their families; for those fearful of an unknown future; for the 
millions of unemployed; for children at home, that they be safe from abuse; for 
those who have been led to rely on empty remedies; for hospitals, in their desperate 
need for supplies; for prisoners and those who love them. 
Lord, unite us though we are apart.  
REFRESH OUR COMPASSION. 

We pray for those whose needs we know, for those whose needs are hidden; for 
those with prior illnesses whose treatments are now postponed; for all who today 
will die; for those who are homeless; for all who are sick; especially for those we 
name here;  
Ingy, Deanna, Pearl, Daryl, Tom, Shirley, Barbara, Diane, Rebecca, Kim, Gerry & 
Jean, Riley and family, Derick & Loraine, Linda, Carole & Clyde, Rob & family, 

Janice, Ann, Brian, Donaven, Donna, Heidi, Julie, Kira, Laila, Linley, Lone, 
Michael & family, Sigrid, Todd, Zack, Helen, Norma, & the family of Irene… 

Lord, unite us though we are apart.  
REFRESH OUR COMPASSION. 

We pray that a cure and vaccine will soon be available, and that we all – family, 
friends, and the entire world may be healed in body and spirit. We ask you, O God, 
to bless our leaders, our front line care givers, our life savers and life enhancers. 
Bless us all. 
Lord, unite us though we are apart.  
REFRESH OUR COMPASSION. 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 
your mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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The following hymn is from our hymnal, #359 (or click on the blue 
underlined phrase below), please sing or listen to “Where Charity and 
Love Prevail” 
“Where Charity and Love Prevail,” 

Conclude with prayer and the Lord’s Prayer 
Let us pray. 
Merciful God, you accompany us on our journey of watching for light.  Be 
with us even as these days continue toward an unknown time of conclusion. 
Renew us in the gift of baptism, that we may provide for those who are poor, 
pray for those in need, fast from self-indulgence, and above all that we may 
find our treasure in the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
  

Our Father in heaven, 
Hallowed be your name, 

Your kingdom come, 
Your will be done, 

On earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread, 

Forgive us our sins 
As we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, 
And deliver us from evil, 

For the kingdom, the power, 
And the glory are yours, 
Now and forever.  Amen. 

Blessing  
Almighty God, who is a strong tower to all, to whom all things in heaven and 
on earth bow and obey, be now and evermore our sure defense, and help us to 
know that the name given to us for health and salvation is the name of our 
Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

The peace of Christ is with us always. Amen! 
 +
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