
Home Worship — March 29, 2020
5th Sunday in Lent

 
In this time of world-wide crisis, congregations throughout the church 
are not able to gather for worship as the body of Christ. While we cannot 
be together in person, we can hear the word of God and hold each other 
in prayer . 1

  
The Prayer of the Day  
Let us pray. 
Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin 
and death. Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be 
raised to new life in Christ and serve you in righteousness all our 
days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 
  
The Readings 
First Reading  Ezekiel 37:1-14 
The hand of the LORD came upon me, and brought me out by the spirit 
of the LORD and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of 
bones. The LORD led me all around them; there were very many lying 
in the valley, and they were very dry. The LORD said to me, “Mortal, 
can these bones live?” I answered, “O LORD God, you know.” Then the 
LORD said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry 
bones, hear the word of the LORD. Thus says the LORD God to these 
bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay 
sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you 
with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know 
that I am the LORD.” 
So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, 
suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone 
to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come 
upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. 
Then the LORD said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal,  
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and say to the breath: Thus says the LORD God: Come from the four 
winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” I 
prophesied as the LORD commanded me, and the breath came into 
them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 
Then the LORD said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of 
Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are 
cut off completely.’ Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the 
LORD God: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from 
your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of 
Israel. And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, 
and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I will put my spirit 
within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; 
then you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act,” says 
the LORD. 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
  
Psalm 130 (read responsively) 
Out | of the depths 
I cry to | you, O LORD; 
O LORD, | hear my voice! 
Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my | supplication. 
If you were to keep watch | over sins, 
O LORD, | who could stand? 
Yet with you | is forgiveness, 
in order that you | may be feared. 
I wait for you, O LORD; | my soul waits; 
in your word | is my hope. 
My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch | for the 
morning, more than those who keep watch | for the morning. 
O Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is | steadfast love; 
with the LORD there is plen- | teous redemption. 
For the LORD shall | redeem Israel 
from | all their sins. 
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Second Reading  Romans 8:6-11 
To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is 
life and peace. For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile 
to God; it does not submit to God’s law-indeed it cannot, and those who 
are in the flesh cannot please God. 
But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God 
dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not 
belong to Christ. But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because 
of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of the one 
who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, the one who raised Christ 
from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through this Spirit 
dwelling in you. 

Word of God, word of Life. Thanks be to God. 
  
Gospel  John 11:1-45 
Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and 
her sister Martha. Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with 
perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. So 
the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” But 
when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather 
it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 
Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, after 
having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place 
where he was. 
Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” The 
disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Judeans were just now trying to stone 
you, and are you going there again?” Jesus answered, “Are there not 
twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not 
stumble, because they see the light of this world. But those who walk at 
night stumble, because the light is not in them.” After saying this, he 
told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to  
awaken him.” The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, 
he will be all right.” Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death,  
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but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. Then Jesus told 
them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. For your sake I am glad I was not there, 
so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” Thomas, who was called 
the Twin, said to the other disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die 
with him.” 
When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb 
four days. Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and 
many of the Judeans had come to Martha and Mary to console them 
about their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went 
and met him, while Mary stayed at home. Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if 
you had been here, my brother would not have died. But even now I 
know that whatever you ask of God, God will give you.” Jesus said to 
her, “Your brother will rise again.” Martha said to him, “I know that he 
will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said to her, “I 
am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though 
they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never 
die. Do you believe this?” She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you 
are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.” 
When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and 
told her privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” And 
when Mary heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. Now Jesus had 
not yet come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha had 
met him. The Judeans who were with her in the house, consoling her, 
saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they 
thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. When Mary came 
where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, 
“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” When 
Jesus saw her weeping, and the Judeans who came with her also 
weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He said, 
“Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 
Jesus began to weep. So the Judeans said, “See how he loved him!” But  
some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man 
have kept this man from dying?” 
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Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and 
a stone was lying against it. Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, 
the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench 
because he has been dead four days.” Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell 
you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” So they took 
away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you 
for having heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I have said 
this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that 
you sent me.” When Jesus had said this, he cried with a loud voice, 
“Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound 
with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, 
“Unbind him, and let him go.” 
Many of the Judeans therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen 
what Jesus did, believed in him. 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 ————————————————— 

Sermon 

March 29, 2020 – Lent 5  
John 11:1-45 

When Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life,” it tells me that where he 
and his friends go, new life takes place.  One of the men at our Friday breakfast 
said, “I never really know what faith means until I am in a crisis.”  

Somewhere along the way, faith will  take us through a cemetery.  Our story today 
tells us that Jesus meets us where we are helpless, where there is pain, and where it 
is dark.  Just ask his friends.. 

Friends 
Jesus had friends just like us.  His friends spent time with him and they got to 
know each other.  Often he was with crowds of people, but sometimes he just 
needed to be with his friends.  With friends you can let your guard down, you can 
say it like it is, you feel safe… you can even shed a tear or two.  
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Jesus received a 911 call from Mary and Martha. Lazarus was very sick.  Wouldn’t 
you do your best to hurry to the bedside of a dear friend?  What’s with the delay 
Jesus? 

A dear friend of ours died a few weeks ago in Kingston. Those at the funeral told 
us about it. We’ve been remembering him since then.  His health was breaking for 
many years, but he often spoke of how faith was his strength.  I think if he had been 
resuscitated at the service, he would have been angry to return to all the pain. 
Death can be a blessing, but is always accompanied by pain for someone…
especially  friends. 

But what does it mean to be a friend of God? For Martha and Mary it meant that 
God’s timing is not the same as ours and life still carries grieving and lament, but 
God is present one way or another.  The disciples learned that being a friend of 
God means serving others; and sometimes that can be risky.  Thomas put it well 
when he said,  “Let us go that we may die with him.”  Friends remain available. 

A Hard Time 
As Martha met Jesus with her grief, Jesus tried to get her to understand “present” 
hope, not just on some distant last day. 

On the first Sunday of each month we confess the words of the ancient Apostles’ 
Creed.  Those words have helped people speak of faith for many centuries.  
Creedal forms give assent to by faith.  Martha gave assent to the resurrection of the 
dead.  But in this picture, I see Jesus smile, take her face in his hands, and look 
deeply into her eyes as he speaks of “right now”… “I am the resurrection and the 
life.”  God is here right now Mary, and for the rest of us. Have we forgotten? 

Some years ago, a man was so restless while in palliative care that his daughter 
called the nurse who contacted the chaplain on call: me.  I spoke briefly with the 
distressed woman before we went into the room.  Her dad was full of fear and 
repeated in little breaths, “hep me! hep me! hep me!”  It was a terrible moment.   
I moved around the bed into his field of vision for eye contact.  I said, “You are 
deeply loved by God, nothing can separate you from God’s love.  God is caring for 
you. You are God’s dear child.”  He blinked and settled down. As I left, the woman 
said, “Thank you. I think that just saved me years of therapy.”  We need to know 
God is present.  Jesus shows that faith goes deeper than creedal statements. 
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Mary was full of sadness and regret.  The Lord did not do what she wanted.  But 
Jesus entered her pain. It is hard to be in situations where life and hope has died. 
We know about this. The great experience of loss broke his heart and tears formed.  
God cares, but life includes the need to face death.  

Helping as we are able 
Death is such an enemy.  It takes people away and can feel shattering.  However, 
the message of the Gospel is that it does not distance us from the love of God.  I 
often encourage grieving family members to write memories, tell stories, 
remember the good times or work on a memorial display for the service. It is what 
they can do. Jesus has others move the stone.  God’s people are always called to 
move barriers. In the story, warm light enters darkness and as Jesus calls Lazarus’ 
name, the power of death gives way.  This is a preview of the Easter promise for us 
all. 
  
Friends in the community are asked to unbind Lazarus and let him go.  They step 
forward, reach, touch, help, and encourage because there are times when we can’t 
help ourselves.  Friends offer life: food, quilts, clothes after jail, a coffee, time, a 
smile, kindness, volunteerism, listening carefully. Strange as it may seem, at times 
like the pandemic of COVID 19, friends who care keep their distance. It may seem 
like a contradiction but friends of God are always available in unexpected, creative 
ways. Jesus models that you do what you can do. I’ve never had so many 
encouraging emails, texts, FaceTime calls, and Zoom video conferences.  
  
Friends bring life when there is sadness and sorrow on the road.  The grave is not a 
barrier for us.  COVID 19 is not the end of the world, and neither is death.  New 
life is with us, because Jesus and his friends are present to help.  
Amen. 
  

_______________________ 

If you have a hymnal (or click on the blue underlined graphic below), 
sing or read “Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing.” (Our hymnal #886) 
Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing 
Or, click on this Youtube link for music and older words:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=djaXi1ZBXcw 
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Intercessory Prayer in exceptional times  2

In times of restraint and physical distancing, when the body of Christ 
cannot meet in one place, we gather through the Holy Spirit in our many 
different places – house, apartment, room – and call out to you.  
Hear our cry, O God, Listen to our prayer. 

Give courage and wisdom to national governments and local authorities 
to enforce public health regulations for the welfare of all and increase 
efforts to stop the spread of the virus that affects every human being. 
Hear our cry, O God, Listen to our prayer. 

Breathe a spirit of love and self-discipline into your church that it 
continually promote and protect regulations and restrictions for the well-
being of all. Strengthen our witness to embody examples of 
compassionate self-restraint.  
Hear our cry, O God, Listen to our prayer. 

God, have mercy! Heal the sick, strengthen the elderly and vulnerable, 
protect all from the spread of COVID-19.  
Hear our cry, O God, Listen to our prayer. 

God, have mercy! Support and protect all health care workers and all 
who serve the sick and those at high risk of infection. We remember in 
particular refugees, the homeless, prisoners and those serving them 
today. Reinforce all agencies that support public health.  
Hear our cry, O God, Listen to our prayer. 

God, have mercy! Comfort and uplift those who are alone, isolated, 
oppressed by solitude and anxiety.  
Hear our cry, O God, Listen to our prayer. 

 Most of this prayer is from Lutheran World Federation2

Page  of 8 11



Home Worship — March 29, 2020
5th Sunday in Lent

God, have mercy on the whole human family and on your creation, 
especially hear our prayers that we speak aloud or in the silence of our 
hearts…  

… and especially Ingy, Deanna, Pearl, Daryl, Tom, Shirley, Barbara, 
Diane, Rebecca, Kim, Gerry & Jean, Riley and family, Derick & 

Loraine, Linda, Carole & Clyde, Rob & family, Janice, Ann, Brian, 
Donaven, Donna, Heidi, Julie, Kira, Laila, Linley, Lone, Michael & 
family, Sigrid, Todd, Zack, Helen, Norma, & the family of Irene… 

Hear our cry, O God, Listen to our prayer. 

Out of our depths we cry to you, O loving God. We trust that you are 
present to receive our sorrows and fears, and hear the petitions of our 
hearts. Hear our cry, O God, Listen to our prayer. 

Send your Holy Spirit. Renew your church in solidarity with all our 
neighbours. Hear our cry, O God, Listen to our prayer. 

You, O God, are resurrection and life. Remember in your mercy all those 
who have died and will die today.  
Hear our cry, O God, Listen to our prayer. 

Trusting in your great compassion and unconditional promise always to 
be with us, we pray. Amen. 

If you have a hymnal (or click on the blue underlined graphic below), 
sing or read “What Wondrous Love Is This” (Our hymnal #666) 

What Wondrous Love Is This 
or, click on this Youtube link for music and words:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=acOZB3u5_Gk 
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Prayer & Anointing for Healing 
This is the 5th Sunday when we normally have prayer and anointing for 
healing. I invite you to receive the cross as a sign of healing and 
wholeness in the name of the triune God. For a short moment bring to 
mind and heart any pain or brokenness in your life… and then 

Use simple olive or other oil if available, on your thumb or finger; or 
(without oil) simply make the sign of the cross on your forehead or on 

each other and say… 

“Receive this sign of forgiveness and healing in Jesus Christ.” Amen. 

Conclude with prayer and the Lord’s Prayer 
Let us pray. 
Living God, through this sign of your cross grant comfort to all who 
are in need of healing. When we are afraid, give us courage; when 
afflicted, give us patience; when dejected, give us hope; and when 
alone, assure us of the support of your holy people. We ask this 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
  

Our Father in heaven, 
Hallowed be your name, 

Your kingdom come, 
Your will be done, 

On earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread, 

Forgive us our sins 
As we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, 
And deliver us from evil, 
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For the kingdom, the power, 
And the glory are yours, 
Now and forever.  Amen. 

Blessing  
Almighty God, who is a strong tower to all, to whom all things in 
heaven and on earth bow and obey, be now and evermore our sure 
defense, and help us to know that the name given to us for health 
and salvation is the name of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

The peace of Christ is with us always. 
Amen! 
  

+
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