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April 11, 2021 — Easter 2
 

We acknowledge our presence on the traditional territory 
of the Snuneymuxw First Nation 

Welcome & Announcements 

Thanksgiving at the Font 
Blessed are you, O God, maker and ruler of all things. Your voice thundered over 
the waters at creation. You water the mountains and send springs into the valleys to 
refresh and satisfy all living things. 
Through the waters of the flood you carried those in the ark to safety. Through the 
sea you led your people Israel from slavery to freedom. In the wilderness you  
nourished them with water from the rock, and you brought them across the river 
Jordan to the promised land. 
By the baptism of his death and resurrection, your Son Jesus has carried us to safe-
ty and freedom. The floods shall not overwhelm us, and the deep shall not swallow 
us up, for Christ has brought us over to the land of promise. He sends us to make 
disciples, baptizing in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy  
Spirit. 
Pour out your Holy Spirit; wash away sin in this cleansing water; clothe the  
baptized with Christ; and claim your daughters and sons, no longer slave and free, 
not longer male and female, but one with all the baptized in Christ Jesus, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God , now and forever.  
Amen. 
  
Hymn #384 That Easter Day with Joy was Bright 
https://youtu.be/tQKnNP1jDJY 

That Easter day with joy was bright, 
the sun shone out with fairer light, 
when, to their longing eyes restored, 
the apostles saw their risen Lord. 

O Jesus, king of gentleness, 
with constant love our hearts possess; 
to you our lips will ever raise 
the tribute of our grateful praise. 

O Christ, you are the Lord of all 
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in this our Easter festival, 
for you will be our strength and shield 
from every weapon death can wield. 

All praise, O risen Lord, we give  
to you, once dead, but now alive! 
To God the Father equal praise, 
and God the Spirit, now we raise! 

Prayer of the Day 
Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection. By the 
grace of Christ among us, enable us to show the power of the resurrection in all 
that we say and do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

Children’s Corner 
  
First Reading – Acts 4:32-25 
Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no 
one claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was 
held in common. With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resur-
rection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. There was not a 
needy person among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and 
brought the proceeds of what was sold. They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was 
distributed to each as any had need. 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

Second Reading – 1 John 1:1 — 2:2 
We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we 
have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, con-
cerning the word of life— this life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to 
it, and declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to 
us— we declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you also may have fel-
lowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with the Son Jesus 
Christ. We are writing these things so that our joy may be complete. 
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This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light 
and in God there is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with God 
while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; but if we walk 
in the light as God is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the 
blood of Jesus cleanses us from all sin. 
If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we 
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make God a liar, 
and God’s word is not in us. 
My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if 
anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 
and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the 
sins of the whole world. 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

Gospel – John 20: 19-31 
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the 
house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came 
and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” After he said this, he showed 
them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 
Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send 
you.” When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the 
Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the 
sins of any, they are retained.” But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the 
twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, “We 
have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his 
hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not 
believe.” 
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Al-
though the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 
with you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach 
out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” Thomas answered 
him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you 
have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”  
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Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not 
written in this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that Je-
sus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in 
his name. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

     
Sermon 

  John 20:19-31 
Today’s Gospel is about the rebuilding of a community. The little group suffered 
from marks of the past like the scars that Jesus wore.  They had bad memories: Ju-
das, Good Friday, Peter.  There were problems.  It was a time of rebuilding.   

We are starting to think about that too in this second year of a pandemic. Who are 
we now? What will become of us? How will we move forward? 

That night 
It was Easter Sunday evening. In the morning, Mary came back with news of a 
risen Jesus. No one else saw him. What did the others think?  What would you 
think?  Would you be filled with joy like Mary or quietly think, “I’m not sure if I 
believe all that.”  People are people, and maybe some thought she made herself be-
lieve, or just wanted to be “special.”  Times of stress can bring out the worst in us. 

They were pretty scared in the house.  They gathered that evening and locked 
themselves in like an exclusive community.  If no one was paying attention, you 
could come to the door late and not get in.  Even though Thomas wasn’t present it 
did not seem to be an issue. Maybe in their concern about who was there, they for-
got about who wasn’t.  It is easy to do that.  
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Although it is 2000 years later and we now use computers, they gathered like we 
do and Jesus joined them. This is also a story about grace. The gifts given then and 
now are his presence, his peace, and the power to forgive. We still share the peace. 
Does that friendliness strengthen something? Where our own breath may drive us 
apart these days, the breath of the Spirit calls us together, enabling us to forgive, 
reconcile and rebuild a shaky community. 

Everyone has pain, in every church, in every home.  There were issues in the first 
church that I joined in Edmonton many years ago, there were struggles in the 
churches we attended in Saskatoon, Winnipeg and Ottawa, and there are hurts here 
in the present and from the past.  Every congregation has them. 

The power to forgive or receive forgiveness is part of our toolkit enabling us to 
slowly move forward.  The women watched the men abandon Jesus.  Everyone 
knew that Peter bolted.  Nobody knew how to deal with those facts. And now they 
were all together again. Do you see their faces? Blaming and bitterness would take 
this community down. Could they move on?  In his own way, Jesus said, “It is up 
to you now. Make your own decisions. Forgive or don’t. You will live with the re-
sults.  What do you want?” 

Thomas 
When Jesus set his face to Jerusalem, Thomas said, “Let us go, that we might die 
with him. ”  Thomas wasn’t a doubter, he just called things as he saw them. A di1 -
rectness like that can make others uncomfortable. When he didn’t show up Easter 
evening, his absence was a statement.  

I wonder if they started sorting things out that first night by deciding to be “a safe 
place” for everyone. Were apologies, tears, and forgiveness shared leading to a 
kind of resurrection of their little group?  When someone said, “Who isn’t here?”  
the story of the lost sheep  would have come to mind.  And another voice replied, 2

“We should find Thomas.”   

Some people have said to me, “It wouldn’t matter if I was there or not, who would 
notice?”  I wonder if Thomas thought that.  He could be difficult, but he was one 
of them.  And they were not all they could be without him. If someone looked for 

 John 11:161

 Luke 15:1-62
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him, could he ignore that fact that he was missed, even though he had his own rea-
sons for not being there? 

Some of the disciples talked to him during the week, but he was angry about their 
report about Jesus. But Thomas was there the following week. Did he just show up 
or did they coax him in? What do you think?  Sometimes the most important things 
are the hardest to do. It is often harder to deal with conflict than avoid it; or to be 
with difficult people than dismiss them. They had to figure out what was impor-
tant. 

Later 
Thomas came back. Their fear they had of the Jews was unfounded. A new kind of 
peace was settling in.  The doors were shut, but not locked this time. Improvements 
began with small steps. Maybe one day the doors would be open for everyone. 

We are on computers and phone — but we are really here in this moment —  and 
as they gathered together — really there— Jesus joined them.  Gathered with oth-
ers, Thomas encountered his Lord. Christ knew all about him like he knows all 
about us.  What was Thomas’ real hurt?  Feeling left out, locked out, rejected and 
invisible?  That would sting. “Come on Thomas,” he says, “it's me… look…
touch…  I’m here whether you see me or not.  I love you and always will.  You can 
trust that.”  It’s how faith works.  In a little group that noticed who was missing, a 
heart broke and hope returned.   A community of those who had messed up, run 
away, blamed others and felt sorry for themselves was being rebuilt.  Jesus helped 
them talk to each other, look in each others’ eyes, listen to hurts, let things go and 
rise again. 

Thomas was just Thomas. We are all on a spiritual journey, searching for some way 
to believe and have hope in a broken world. Easter faith is lived in the midst of 
brokenness. So, Jesus helps his people find purpose in being together… to carry 
good news to the world. 

John’s invitation 
 Let's not miss the fact that John the writer includes his editorial comment.  This 
entire story is for you, he says.  What Jesus did was to get “your” attention.  The 
stories are to call you into this little group, to invite you to the table, to reach out to 
you with peace.  To offer you forgiveness.  It’s a gift.  It’s about life in full color, life 
that doesn’t quit. 
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This is a story about rebuilding and grace, about community where Christ is with 
us and reaches through us. Trusting that, we stand together and move forward with 
each new day. 
Amen. 

Hymn #635 We Walk by Faith 
https://youtu.be/6hk_7EUvwv8 

We walk by faith and not by sight, no gracious words we hear 
Of Him who spoke as none e'er spoke, yet we believe Him near 

We may not touch His hands and side or follow where He trod 
Yet in His promise we rejoice and cry "My Lord and God" 

Help then, oh Lord, our unbelief and may our faith abound 
To call on you when you are near and seek where you are found 

And when our life of faith is done in realms of clearer light 
We may behold you as you are in full and endless sight 

We walk by faith and not by sight, no gracious words we hear 
Of Him who spoke as none e'er spoke, yet we believe Him near 

Prayers of intercession 
“Today we hear how Jesus breathed the Holy Spirit on the disciples.  You are invit-
ed to begin our prayers today by breathing deeply, in and out, breathing in the 
Spirit and breathing out that which separates us from God.” 
— Pause— 

Alive in the Risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers be-
fore God, who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 

You shower your church with grace, O God.  Unite the whole church on earth, so 
that with one heart it testifies to the resurrection of Jesus Christ with power and 
love.  We pray for Dunbar Lutheran in Vancouver and pastor Thomas Keeley; and 
for our BC Synod staff. Hear us, O God. Your Mercy is great. 
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You proclaim the blessing of life forevermore.  Like dew upon the mountains, re-
fresh our creation. Restore waters, cleanse the air, and provide revitalizing mois-
ture to parched land. Give your whole creation the promise of new life. Hear us, O 
God. Your Mercy is great. 

You direct the nations, O God.  Guide all in authority, that they shepherd their peo-
ples in the ways of your love. Defeat in us our impulse to seek power through war.  
Bestow the peace of Christ upon those in authority and breathe upon them the Holy 
Spirit. Hear us, O God. Your Mercy is great. 

Your disciples sought out Thomas when he was grieving and in despair. Teach us to 
be your disciples, seeking out and walking with others even when they despair of 
your love. Give us grace to be gentle, winsome, patient, and compassionate as we 
invite them to taste and see your goodness. Hear us, O God. Your Mercy is great. 

You bring the peace of your forgiveness, the healing of your touch, and the joy of 
your salvation to all people whose lives are shadowed by suffering of body, mind 
or soul.  Today we especially remember before you: 

Eva Alvarez, Barb, Natalie Bowles, Brian & Anne Burkholder, Haley, Kira, Kevin 
H, Kathy Martin, Lori McWilliams, Betty Parr, Edith Radom, Joan Spencer, Tania 

Strauss, Greg Vosper, Zack, family of David Graham. 

Cheer their hearts, renew their faith, and restore them to fellowship with all who 
love them. Hear us O God. Your Mercy is great. 

You bring joy to your people. May this joy be felt by all those who are working to 
bring the vaccines to people; those that answer the phones and set up appoint-
ments, those who write programs so appointments can be made over the computer, 
those who register people on site, and those who administer the shots. Hear us O 
God. Your mercy is great. 

You bring us opportunities for learning and reaching out in love. Thank you for the 
recent discussions with our MP Paul Manley about Indigenous Protected Conser-
vation Areas.  May we continue to study and act in ways that honor the reconcilia-
tion efforts of our nation, our province, and our city.  Hear us O God. Your mercy 
is great.  
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You share the gift of eternal life. In thanksgiving and remembrance we recall the 
lives and gifts of family members and friends who now live in endless joy.  Unite 
us with them in resurrection hope.  Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never  
ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

The Peace [unmute] 

The peace of Christ is with you always! 
And also with you! 

(We greet each other gently with a wave, a smile,  
or some other gesture of peace) 

The Meal 
The Lord is with you.  
And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God  
It is right to give our thanks and praise 

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, you have brought us this far along 
the way. In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, but aided us into the path of 
love and light. In every age you sent prophets to make known your loving will for 
all humanity. The cry of the poor has become your own cry; our hunger and thirst 
for justice is your own desire. In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen servant 
to preach good news to the afflicted, to break bread with the outcast and despised, 
and to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and sin. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread (raise the bread), 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is 
my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup (raise the cup), gave thanks, and gave it for all 
to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for 
all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this in remembrance of me.  
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For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 
death until he comes. Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection, we await the day when Jesus 
shall return to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery and death. Come Lord 
Jesus! And let the church say, Amen. Amen. 

Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, to fill the hearts of all who share this bread 
and cup with courage and wisdom to pursue love and justice in all the world. Come 
Spirit of freedom! And let the church say, Amen. Amen. 

Join our prayers and praise with your prophets and martyrs of every age, that, re-
joicing in the hope of the resurrection, we might live in the freedom and hope of 
your Son. Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory 
and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer song  
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
Hallowed be your name, Hallelujah. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, 
Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth  
as in heaven, Hallelujah. 
Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah. 

Give us today our daily bread, give us today our bread, 
Give us our bread today, Hallelujah. 
Forgive our sins as we forgive  
Forgive our sins as we forgive those  
who sin against us, Hallelujah. 
Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah. 

Save us from the time of trial, save us from the trial. 
Deliver us from evil, Hallelujah. 
For the kingdom and the power are yours, 
The kingdom and the power are yours, 
the glory now and ever, Hallelujah. 
Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah. 
Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah. Amen. 
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Communion  
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
(If you are with someone else, say these words as you offer communion…) 
Bread: “Take and eat, this is the body of Christ, given for you.” 
Cup: “Take and drink, this is the blood of Christ, shed for you.” 

Prayer after Communion 
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing 
power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift in faith to-
ward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ  our 
Lord. Amen. 

Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and +give you peace. 
Amen. 
  
Hymn: #537 On Our Way Rejoicing 
https://youtu.be/HK8RHLWzTlY 

On our way rejoicing gladly let us go. 
Conquered hath our leader; vanquished is the foe. 
Christ without, our safety; Christ within, our joy; 
who, if we be faithful, can our hope destroy? 
Refrain: 
On our way rejoicing, as we forward move, 
hearken to our praises, O blest God of love! 

Unto God the Father joyful songs we sing; 
unto God the Savior thankful hearts we bring; 
unto God the Spirit bow we and adore, 
on our way rejoicing now and evermore.  
Refrain 

Go in peace, the Lord is with you. 
Thanks be to God! 
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+ 

Worship Assistants Today 
Reader: Greg Vosper 
Prayers: Shirley Forwell 
Zoom Hosts: Sue Grant & Garth Wedemire; Gerry Owen(Back up); Glen Harvey, 
John Musgreave, Curt Satre, Gail Smith (Co-hosts). 

Readings for next Sunday - Third Sunday of Easter 
Acts 3:12-19; 1 John 3:1-7; Luke 24:36b-48
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