
 
 

 
(Morrell Nature Sanctuary, Nanaimo) 

 

Good morning! 
This morning, I’ve been cobbling together the Home Worship Service for Sunday. There are many hands 

involved in this process of gathering pieces and assisting with the service itself : hymns, prayers, readings, 

sermon, etc. We are making our services happen together. I think an unexpected consequence of this pandemic 

is that it has brought us closer together, even though we can’t really be together.  
 
I’m told that there are crocus plants pushing their way through the soil already in mid-January. They must 

think spring is coming. I like to think that way too. The days are getting longer, I saw the stars earlier this 

morning, I see blue sky today, and we move forward together. I was looking at Psalm 139 this morning and 

this was a nice reminder as we take one day at a time (verses 7-12): 
 

Where can I go from your spirit? Or where can I flee from your presence? 

If I ascend to heaven, you are there; if I make my bed in Sheol, you are there. 

If I take the wings of the morning and settle at the farthest limits of the sea, 

even there your hand shall lead me, and your right hand shall hold me fast. 

If I say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me, and the light around me become night,” 

even the darkness is not dark to you; the night is as bright as the day, for darkness is as light to you. 

 

Some days are dark and we miss so much… but God is present as we are led and held.  
Hang on, we will get to the end of this yet. 

 
+ 
 

Last week in the prayers, “the family of Brian Heller” was mentioned. Brian was Raili Heller’s adult son. It is 

a big loss and tragic consequence of cancer. We commit Brian and the family into God’s gracious care. 
 
Incidentally, you have noticed that we do pray for a lot of people. Since the pandemic began, I have lost track 

of who has put who on the prayer list and when. Consequently the prayer list has become large. Normally we 

track the prayer requests, leave them on for a set period of time and then take them down. I will be re-



establishing our list with tracking as Lent begins.  We will do a re-set and establish more gentle control over 

that list, so that people are not reluctant to put a name on it because it already feels so large. I will explain the 

procedure in further detail prior to Ash Wednesday (February 17).  
 
You will receive the Home Worship Service from me on Saturday as usual, followed by the Zoom invitation 

for worship. 
 
Enjoy your day. Look up, look around. See the life. 
 
The Lord is with you. 
Pastor Terry 
 


